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Riding/Skill Levels 
Level 1: Learning basic horsemanship and behavior:   

 How to groom properly 

 Tack the horse 

 Lead the horse 

 Catch the horse 

 Prepare on own for lesson.   

 Learning how to steer and stop at the walk and trot. 
 (After @ three lessons, riders are expected to arrive 15-30 minutes ahead of lesson to prepare horse for lesson on 
their own.  Lessons start promptly and end promptly at scheduled time…OR you may pay an additional $10 to 
have horse “prepped” for lesson.) 
 

Level 2:   

 Rider can groom and saddle on their own.  

 Able to walk and balance at two-point. 

 Post trot. 

 Know diagonals.   

 Steer effectively- cones, circles, barrels, patters, figure eights 

 Ground poles. 
 

Level 3:   

 Able to control the horse at walk, trot, and canter. 

 Perform Simple Lead Changes. 

 Able to perform introductory dressage tests at the walk and trot. 

 Able to perform basic reigning patters if riding western. 
 

Level 4:   

 Able to control the horse at the canter with understanding of leads. 

 Canter over ground poles. 

 Continued improvement with Introductory Dressage tests. 

 Reigning patterns at the walk, trot, and canter if western focus. 

 Begin trotting cross rails if jumping is a goal. 
 

Level 5:  
  At this stage, should students wish to pursue “hunter/jumper” and jump training, they will be expected to either lease a more 

“advanced” horse or have purchased their own horse. Our current aged lesson horses will not be expected to perform at this level. 
OR, you will be referred to another Farm’s Training Program. Working Students with advanced horse experience skills may be 
accepted at this stage and may work off lessons/leases/etc. if availability. 
 

 Able to control the horse cantering cross rails and small jumps and perform simple lead changes. Capable of more 
advanced dressage patterns/ tests. 

 
Level 6:  

 Able to canter course of 6-8 jumps at 2 ft. or higher with flying lead changes. 
 

Level 7:   

 Rider has horse show experience and can canter a course of jumps 2’3-2’6 and higher with solid obstacles. 
Intermediate skill level dressage patterns/Tests. 

 
Level 8: 

 Jumping 2’9-3’0 courses and above. Advanced dressage patterns/tests.   
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